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CYBERDYNE,  INC.  

 

 

Yoshiyuki Sankai was awarded with the Purple Medal with Ribbon 
for the Decoration Ceremony Autumn 2019 (Reiwa 1)  

 

 

Yoshiyuki  Sankai ,  Pres ident  and  CEO of  CYBERDYNE,  INC.  ( the  “Company”)  was  

awarded  wi th  the  Purp le  Medal  wi th  Ribbon  for  the  f i r s t  ever  Autumn Decora t ion  

Ceremony in  the  new era  of  Reiwa on  November  2 ,  2019 .   

 

【 About  the  Purp le  Medal  wi th  Ribbon】  
Purp le  Medal  wi th  Ribbon a re  awarded  to  ind iv idua ls  who have  made  invent ions  and  

d i scover ies  in  sc ience  and  technologica l  f i e lds ,  ind iv idua ls  who made  outs tanding  

ach ievement  in  f ie lds  of  academia ,  spor t s ,  a r t  o r  cu l tu re .   

Yoshiyuki  Sankai ,  Pres ident  and  CEO of  the  Company was  awarded  for  h i s  

ach ievements  in  the  research  of  human/medica l  engineer ing .  Sankai  becames  p ioneer  of  

new f ie ld  ca l led  Cybern ics  tha t  fuses  the  func t ion  of  human,  robots  and  informat ion  

sys tems .  This  l ed  to  inven t ions  l ike  the  wor ld ’s  f i r s t  Wearable  Cyborg  HAL tha t  

in tegra tes  the  func t ion  of  the  bra in -nerve ,  robot  and  informat iona l  sys tem.  Soc ia l  

implementa t ion  of  HAL towards  medica l ,  e lder ly  care ,  l iv ing  suppor t  as  a  human 

ass i s t ive  technology a re  in  progress  bo th  in  Japan  and  outs ide  Japan .   

 

【 Comment  of  Yoshiyuki  Sankai】  

I  am very  honored  to  rece ive  th i s  impor tan t  award  in  a  memor ia l  f i r s t  year  o f  Reiwa.  For  

long  t ime,  I  worked  to  p ioneer  on  the  new academic  f ie ld  of  Cybern ics*  tha t  fuses  and  

combines  the  func t ion  of  the  human,  robot  and  informat ion  sys tems .  This  l ed  to  

rea l iza t ion  of  number  of  un ique  technologies  such  as  the  wor ld’s  f i r s t  Wearable  Cyborg  

tha t  connec ts  the  wearer ’s  b io-e lec t r ica l  s igna ls  wi th  the  robot .  Wearab le  Cyborg  i s  now 

be ing  d i ssemina ted  in  the  soc ie ty  as  a  dev ice  for  t rea tment  towards  pa t ien t  wi th  

bra in-nerves-musculoske le ta l  d i sorders ,  towards  promot ing  be t te r  au tonomy for  the  

e lder ly  and  towards  suppor t ing  workers  in  var ious  work  p laces .   

 The technology  tha t  were  or ig ina ted  in  Tsukuba  Sc ience  Ci ty  a re  now not  on ly  be ing  

used  in  Japan ,  bu t  a l so  in  the  U.S . ,  Europe  and  As ia ,  g rowing  to  be  one  of  the  core  

technologies  in  g loba l  medica l  communi ty.   

 I  be l ieve  2019  (Reiwa 1)  i s  go ing  to  be  the  year  where  Cybern ics  Indus t ry  s ta r t s  to  

become the  indus t ry  a f te r  Robot  and  Informat ion  Technology.  I  would  l ike  to  make  

fur ther  cont r ibu t ion  to  the  soc ie ty  by  cont inu ing  to  so lve  problems  of  human and  

soc ie ty,  and  by  cont inu ing  to  cha l lenge  p ioneer ing  the  fu ture .   
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  We thank  a l l  o f  our  s takeholders  for  suppor t ing  our  cha l lenges .   

  We k ind ly  ask  for  cont inuous  suppor t  in  the  years  to  come.   

 

* C y b e r n i c s  i s  a  n e w  a c a d e m i c  f i e l d  t h a t  f u s e d / c o m b i n e d  c r o s s -  d i s c i p l i n a r y  f i e l d s .  T h e  c o r e  d i s c i p l i n e s  

o f  C y b e r n i c s  a r e  f i e l d  a c a d e m i c  f i e l d  r e l a t e d  t o  h u m a n ,  r o b o t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  

a l s o  e m b r a c e s  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  s u c h  a s  n e u r o s c i e n c e ,  A I ,  R o b o t i c s ,  s y s t e m  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e t h i c s ,  l a w ,  b u s i n e s s  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e t c .   

V a r i o u s  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t y  f a c e  t o d a y  a r e  s o  c o m p l e x  t h a t  c r o s s -  d i s c i p l i n a r y  

a p p r o a c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a c k l e  t h e m .  Y o s h i y u k i  S a n k a i ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T s u k u b a  i n  

J a p a n ,  w h o  i s  n o w  a l s o  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  c h a m p i o n e d  C y b e r n i c s  a s  a  n e w  a c a d e m i c  

f i e l d  t h a t  c o u l d  a p p r o a c h  t h e s e  i s s u e s  f r o m  m u l t i p l e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .   
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【 B i o g r a p h y  o f  Yo s h i y u k i  S a n k a i】  

1 9 5 8  B o r n  i n  O k a y a m a  P r e f e c t u r e  

1 9 8 7  P h . D .  i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ts u k u b a  

2 0 0 4  P r o f e s s o r  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  &  S y s t e m s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ts u k u b a  ( p r e s e n t )  

D i r e c t o r  a t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  C Y B E R D Y N E  

2 0 0 6  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  o f  C Y B E R D Y N E  ( p r e s e n t )  

2 0 0 9  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C y b e r n i c s  R e s e a r c h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ts u k u b a  

2 0 1 0  C o r e  R e s e a r c h  o f  F u n d i n g  P r o g r a m  f o r  Wo r l d - L e a d i n g  I n n o v a t i v e  R & D  o n  

S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  P r o g r a m  ( F I R S T )  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  C a b i n e t  O f f i c e  o f  

J a p a n   

2 0 1 4  P r o g r a m  m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  I m p u l s i n g  P a r a d i g m  C h a n g e s  t h r o u g h  D i s r u p t i v e  

Te c h n o l o g y  P r o g r a m  ( I m PA C T )  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  C a b i n e t  O f f i c e  o f  J a p a n   

2 0 1 7  E x e c u t i v e  R e s e a r c h  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C y b e r n i c s  R e s e a r c h ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ts u k u b a  ( p r e s e n t )   

 

【M a i n  a w a r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Yo s h i y u k i  S a n k a i】  

2 0 0 5  T h e  2 0 0 5  Wo r l d  Te c h n o l o g y  Aw a r d  ( G r a n d  P r i z e )  

2 0 0 6  G o o d  D e s i g n  Aw a r d  ( G o l d  P r i z e ) ,  J a p a n  I n n o v a t o r  Aw a r d  ( Aw a r d  o f  

E x c e l l e n c e )   

2 0 0 7  T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E c o n o m y,  Tr a d e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  Aw a r d   

2 0 0 9  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  I n v e n t i o n  Aw a r d  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n v e n t i o n  Aw a r d s ,   

“ D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C y b o rg - t y p e  R o b o t  Te c h n o l o g y ”  

2 0 11  N e t E x p l o r a t e u r s  o f  t h e  Ye a r  2 0 11  a t  F r a n c e  U N E S C O  H e a d q u a r t e r s  

2 0 1 2  T h e  2 0 1 2  C a p e k  Aw a r d  a t  I N N O R O B O   

2 0 1 3  T h e  2 0 1 4  Te c h n o l o g y  P i o n e e r  a t  t h e  D a v o s  Wo r l d  E c o n o m i c  F o r u m   

2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  E d i s o n  Aw a r d s  G o l d  Aw a r d ,  D e a l Wa t c h  Aw a r d s  2 0 1 3 ,  I P O  o f  t h e  Ye a r  

a t  T h o m s o n  R e u t e r s  

2 0 1 5  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  C u l t u r e ,  S p o r t s ,  S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  Aw a r d ,  

D e a l Wa t c h  Aw a r d s  2 0 1 4 ,  I n n o v a t i v e  E q u i t y  D e a l  o f  t h e  Ye a r  ( T h o m s o n  

R e u t e r s ) ,  T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E c o n o m y,  Tr a d e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  Aw a r d ,  Z a i k a i  

B u s i n e s s  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  Ye a r  Aw a r d  

2 0 1 6  D I A J a p a n  O u t s t a n d i n g  C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  H e a l t h  Aw a r d  

R o b o t  Aw a r d  -  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h  L a b o u r  a n d  We l f a r e  Aw a r d  

2 0 1 7  T h e  N i p p o n  Ve n t u r e  Aw a r d  P r i m e  Mi n i s t e r s  Aw a r d  

2 0 1 9  Te c h n o l o g y  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n  Aw a r d  -  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  

C u l t u r e ,  S p o r t s ,  S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  Aw a r d ,  I c h i m u r a  P r i z e  i n  I n d u s t r y   

 

 


